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formula, producing its effect by its own
quality, and without reference to the moral disposi-
tion of the worshipper: no one prays except for his
own private advantage: there are registers called
indigitamenta, containing the list of gods who pro-
vide for all the wants of men. "Worshippers must
beware of mistakes : if the god is not addressed by
his true name, that by which he is pleased to be
invoked, he is capable of misunderstanding or of
thwarting the petition. Now these gods, who are in
some sort the forces of the world, are innumerable.
There is a little god who causes the infant to titter
its first cry (vaticanus)] there is another who presides
over its first word (fahdinus}] one who teaches the
baby to eat (educa), another to drink (potina); finally,
one who keeps it quiet in its cradle (cula). In short,
the good woman in Petronius was right when, speak-
ing of Campania, she said: "This country is so
peopled with divinities, that a god is easier to find
in it than a man.33 In addition to all this, there is
an endless series of allegories or deified abstractions:
Fear, Cough, Fever, Male Fortune, Patrician Mo-
desty, Plebeian Modesty, the Safety of the Age, the